
 
 

City of Sierra Madre, California 
Sample Email Sent to Citizens via Comcate eFeedback Manager 
 
Subject: Santa Anita Fire Update  
 
Southern California Interagency Incident Management Team 3 to Assume Command At 6:00 
p.m. (1800 hours) P ST the Southern California Interagency Incident Management Team 3 
will assume command of the Santa Anita Fire in Sierra Madre, California. The on - scene 
media contact will be Marc Peebles, PIO SCIIMT3, 626 - 821- 6700. The media center will 
be located at the U SDA Forest Service, Angeles National Forest at 701 N. Santa Anita 
Avenue in Arcadia, California. The Santa Anita Fire information line is 626 - 821- 6700. 
Online information available at INCIWeb.org.  
 
The Santa Anita Fire is reported to be 30% contained, with  most of the containment in 
the area surrounding Sierra Madre residences. The cause of the fire is still under 
investigation.  
 
Background -  updated information in bold The Santa Anita Fire began on Saturday, 
April 26th at approximately 3:00 p.m. and has c urrently burned under 400 acr es of 
wildland urban interface.  The only structure damaged at this time is a small out 
building off of Lotus Lane.  
 
Two firefighters have been injured, one was stung by a bee Saturday afternoon; the 
other strained his knee wor king in the steep terrain Sunday morning.  
 
The fire is 30% contained and is looking at 5 - 7 days for full containment.  
 
Approximately 1000 people have been evacuated from Oak Crest Drive across Carter 
Avenue to East Mira Monte Avenue, continuing down Mount ain Trail Avenue, across 
Grandview Avenue to Santa Anita Avenue.  
 
The American Red Cross has opened a shelter  at the Hart Park House, 222 W. Sierra 
Madre Blvd. The number for the American Red Cross is 626 - 799- 0841 x270.  
 
The Sierra Madre City Council held  an emergency meeting at 12:10 a.m. on Sunday, 
April 27th to declare the City in a state of emergency.  
 
Air support began again Sunday morning at approximately 6:30 am. We anticipate having 
2 helicopters, 3 air tankers, and over 400 firefighters on the gr ound. There are over 
500 logistics and operations people assisting with relief efforts.  
 
The difficulty of this fire is the terrain which is steep and difficult to access. 
Additionally, some of these areas have not burned in over 40 years.  
So far, the wea ther has been on our side, and although there will still be intense 
heat today, we expect little wind and rising humidity.  
 
A wedding party for Ken and Julie Grady consisting of 45 people and 4 pets were asked 
to shelter in place at Sturtevant Camp; the p arty was safely evacuated Sunday 
morning. The party had driven up Saturday night to camp and celebrate the nuptials. 
Sierra Madre Search and Rescue lead the evacuation operation coordinating with LA 
County Sheriffs. It took five helicopter trips to take th e party back to their cars 
at the Chantry Flats Ranger Station where Los Angeles County Sheriffs escorted 
everyone back down the mountain safely. There were no reported injuries during this 
operation.  
 
All Sierra Madre schools, public and private, will be closed on Monday, April 28, 
2008. These schools include: Alverno High School, The Gooden School, Bethany 
Christian School, Saint Rita Elementary, both campus of Sierra Madre School, and 
Sierra Madre Community Nursery School.  
 
Evacuations are to remain in place through Monday, April 28, 2008 at 6:00 a.m. 
Incident commanders will continually evaluate the safety of residents'  
return. Incident commanders are sensitive that evacuations are a stressful and 
inconvenient event; we thank the public for the patience  and understanding as 
firefighters work to contain the fire as public safety is our top priority.  
 
We are asking residents and visitors to stay off the streets, keep areas clear for 
fire department access and to stay attentive. Immediate updates can be fo und on 
cityofsierramadre.com and SM TV3, channel 3 on Time Warner.  

 

 


